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A YONKERS LANDMARK FOR GENERATIONS

The First 50 Years of “The Polish”

Located in the heart of Yonkers, the Polish Community Center
stands as an imposing mosument to the Poles of the city, This sturdily
bualt structure, erected in 1586, when the land] cost $4_500 and the build-
ing $20,000, was designed as an Armory and housed Co. D, known as
the 4th Separgie Company, of the N.Y. Natiooal Guard

his unique structure significs the dreams of a handful of men,
purposciul im their aims and unswerving in their desires to bring recog-
nition 10 the Poles of the community, [ts atmospbere contains the warmth
and lamghter, characteristic of Poles throughout the world, and sym-
bolic of the temacity of nature that makes Polish efforts successful

he Poles in Yonkers arc an inseparable fraction of the méllions of
American Poles. They are an inseparable part of the Unsted States
adopted by countless foreign-born as thesr home, and Joved because 1
has given them an opponunity 1o take up life and prosper in peace
Success at the Polish Comemunity Center is not mcasured in yeans or in
persomal achicvement bat is sieeped in the devotion to an idea that i
today s monument

With this aim, a handful of men set out to unite the Poles in Yon-
kers. The founders of what bocame a successful business corporation
onginally formed themselves as a pleasure club, on December 20, 1917
Through expansion, reorganization, and title changes, the present
Thaddeus Koscruszko Citizen's Holding Corporation was formally in
corporated on August 26, 1924

The “humble beginning™ is attributed to the ceaseless and untinng
cffoets of Louis Kopera, Anthoary Marcio, Martin Nowak, Adam Sudol,
Joseph Sudol, Michael Winckiewicz and the long-time member of the
Board of Direcsoes, the Center's Hooorary President, Joseph J. Stampur

To solidify the origimal group, steps were taken on February 8,
1919, 10 organize o more stable organization bound closer by set rules
and a stroag constilubon based an democratic panciples

It was af this mecting that Joseph Stampar conceived the idea of a
Center of today’s size and nature

Some of those who joined the onginal group included John
Czarnecki, Walter Fila, Martin Gicc, Andrew Kobos, Stanley
Kordzikowsky, Joseph Kucharczyk, John Lis, Andrew Mlodzinski, Jo-
seph Mozdziak, Pe-
ter Panck, Peter
Piotrowski, Frank
Staron, John Wolak
and Joseph Wyskida

The first Polish
Center was a1 7
Myrtle Street. and
the initial mecting
was held there on
Apnil 5, 1919,
Sparked by the
steady growth of
Yonkers'  Polish
population,  this
group foresaw the
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This articie is adapted from a history published in April 1974
to commemoreate the 50th anniversary of the Thaddous
Kosciuszko Citizen's Holding Corporation, the owners of the
Polish Community Center, known to generations of residents
of Yonkers and the entire metropolitan area simply as “The
Polish.” The assistance of Richard Narog, Ted Ladzinski,
and Peter Wendolski was invaluable in the research and writ-
ing and wo are deeply grateful to them,

need for expansion and boaght a new bulding at 423 Nepperhan Av
enwue, The organization later moved to 346 Nepperhan Avenoe and, on
February 7, 1922, 10 274 Ashbhurton Avenue

The aims of this fast-expanding organization were the betierment
of all Poles in Amserica and sssistance 10 their “mother coantry.” In
Jane 1920, with the resurrection of the Republic of Poland after the
First World War, the corporation purchased $800 of Polish Bonds, Soon
after they made a substantial contribution towand construction of a par-
ish school at St Casimir’s

ORIGIN OF THE CITIZEN'S CLUB

On April 3, 1922, work began at 46 Ovchard Street. It was here
that the name became Polish National Club. Plans were made f{or the
purchase of property and eventual building of a Polish Community
Center and, for S6,000; Jogs oa 332-334 Nepperhan Avenee were bought
The organization’s name was again changed, to the Thaddeus
Kosciuszko Citizen's Club. The first Board of Directors was chocted on
July 3, 1923, in the presence of Mr. Barlicki, the Polish Emvoy to the
United States, and included J. Bachan, A, Betlej, S, Duran, F
Kossakowski, J, Litwa, L. Mega, S. Olcksowicz, B. Potowsk, M
Prasinski, B, Solarz and ). Stampur

On August 26, 1924, while focared ar 234 Nepperhan Avenue,
“Holding Corporation”™ was added 1o the name and the organization
wats incorporated. The treasary beld $6,364, a figure that remained con

The Polish Center In the 1930s



